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‘An education system which promotes inclusive principles should
encourage a ‘culture of listening’. Schools need to hear, not just the
articulate voice but indeed the expert voice of every student in
their own school in the pursuit of inclusive education’ (Flynn 2012)

Why Include the Voices of Students
•

•
•
•
•
•

Consultation and participation for students encourages student engagement in learning (Rudduck &
McIntyre, 2007; Sebba & Robinson 2011; Shevlin & Rose 2008)
Informed by student insights on their experience of supports and obstacles to learning - transformative
potential to facilitate student leadership, ownership and responsibility with respect to engagement and
learning – (Flynn 2013,2014,2015)
Facilitating SV has the potential to improve teacher-student relationships and quality of school life for
students (Davies 2005; Tangen 2009)
Centrality of student-teacher relationships and the classroom climate as crucial influences on children’s self
image and wellbeing (Smyth 2015)
Significance of links between student voice, relationships, attachment (connectedness/belonging) and
impact on positive sense of wellbeing (Anderson & Ronson 2004; ERO 2015;Flynn 2014 & 2015; Simmons,
Graham and Thomas, 2015)
Beyond ascertaining perspectives from young people - move towards a more democratic process of shared
curricular development and co-construction as well as a collective responsibility for developing solutions in
education environments (Bovill et al. 2011; Cook-Sather 2002; Fielding 2015; Shirley 2015).

“rights” and “respect” are terms that appear across
student voice initiatives (Cook-Sather, 2006)
“Young people have a right to be heard” (MacBeath
Demetriou, Rudduck & Myers, 2003, p. 2)

“…the right and necessity of students speaking for
themselves” (Prieto, 2001, p. 88)

“…[students’] right to be individually and collectively
heard—to have their voices respected, their preferences
considered, their critiques engaged, and their choices
matter” (Thiessen, 1997, p. 191)

United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child 1989
• Article 12 - the right to express their views in matters effecting them and
have their opinions given due weight commensurate with age and maturity

• ...appearing to listen to children is relatively unchallenging; giving due
weight to their views requires real change. Listening to children should not
be seen as an end in itself, but rather as a means by which States make their
interactions with children and their actions on behalf of children ever more
sensitive to the implementation of children’s rights (UN Committee 2003,
p.4)

Children’s rights based framework for listening
to students’ voices

(Lundy, 2007; Welty & Lundy, 2013)

Ireland and the Voice of the Child
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

UNCRC 1989
National Children’s Strategy 2000
Establishment of Dáil na nÓg 2001
Ombudsman for Children 2004
Ministry for Children and Youth Affairs 2011
Children’s Referendum 2012
National Strategy on Children and Young People's Participation in Decision-Making (20152020)
NCCA (2014 – 2017) student voice research: curricular co-construction and the
establishment of National Student Voice Forum (Trinity College Dublin & NCCA study)

Transformative Potential in the
Engagement of Student Voice (Flynn 2013)
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Research Objectives
1. Curricular co-construction:
To facilitate a consultative process with students based on their
experience and expertise on the development of subject
specifications for the new Junior Cycle Framework – post primary
education
‘authentic listening/engagement’
feedback on….revision & adaptation of process
2. Sustainable culture of student voice activity
To determine how to include student voice in planning such that
there is an embedded culture of ‘shared language’, ‘coconstruction’ and a strategy that will provide a sustainable
structure and response to student voice




For Schools
For NCCA

Curricular co-construction
• What did we do?
•
•
•

Student voice consultative focus group meetings
Process development & modification

Feedback from student & adult participants

Feedback from students
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enjoyable and rewarding experience
this experience has improved my confidence and it has also changed, in the best way, some of my
relationships with other students and teachers
I have an increased sense of how important it is to be listened to

knowing that you have been heard is a powerful feeling, especially when you are consulted on your
learning & education
I have a better appreciation of other people’s opinions now
I even think we respect each other more and it definitely matters you know that we can trust one another
I feel like why doesn’t this happen more, only we know what it’s like to be learning this now

A shared responsibility like this is empowering
this is such a privilege
I feel so lucky to be a part of this
I’d look at my subjects differently if I knew this happened before

I know we’ve been heard
It’s important that the Department of Education listens to young people because we know what it’s like to
study in school now
I enjoyed working on this because it’s really important and I wanted to do it
I realise there is so much more we can do…..I want to do more

Feedback from education officers & development groups
Benefits:

•

The student perspective is a hugely important insight into the classroom and the
development of the subject area, without that we are blind
• Very rewarding to know what works and doesn’t work
• We need to build this into our professional practice
• We need to have students involved at every stage of the process and to be able to check
back with them if we need clarification
• I’m surprised that we have such similar ideas and goals
Potential Challenges:
• The benefits of this kind of engagement are huge but the reality is that it needs a lot of buy
in on the part of teachers, attitude is hugely important
• Sustainability of the process is challenging because of number of consultations – the
amount of time involved makes it very difficult
• Need to have a greater number of schools and students involved

Sustainable culture of student voice activity
• What did we do?
•
•
•
•
•

I day research seminar in Trinity College Dublin – May 2015
School based workshops (SV and reporting & assessment)
Establishment of national student voice forum – October 2015

School based workshops on well-being
2nd national student voice forum – March 2016 (well-being)

SUSTAINABLE CULTURE OF STUDENT VOICE
ACTIVITY – WHY….?
I feel valued
This made me feel important
My confidence has improved
I didn’t think I’d have anything important to say but people at the table were listening to me
I think we are looking at each other differently, the teachers seem to respect us more
We know what we are talking about so grown ups need to listen
A lot of kids are struggling but if they had a voice it would make it easier I think

The best part was seeing the students from that school talking about what they did, I can’t imagine that happening in our school
I don’t think we should just have days like this, wouldn’t it be great if we had ‘listening’ schools, look at what we could do
*****
As adults we have a responsibility to make this happen, you can see the impact it’s having
I can’t believe how some of our lot have stepped up to this, I’m so proud of them, they deserve it, all kids deserve to be heard. And
actually, they don’t even know half the time that it’s their right to be heard
It was really impressive to listen to the students from St. Joseph’s – it just shows you what can happen when people work together

SUSTAINABLE CULTURE OF STUDENT VOICE
ACTIVITY ….HOW?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Blue font represents direct quotations - black represents recommendations
based on an analysis of findings

And now….
•
•

•

Schools

•
•

External influence
Centres of excellence

NCCA

•
•
•

Response to listening

Embedded in practice
Extension of activity & research

Student Voice Research Study (TCD/NCCA)

•
•

Currently undergoing evaluation & analysis

Publication and access later this year

• Many thanks,

Contact: flynnpm@tcd.ie

